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The narrative which follows is founded upon
certain episodes related in a Burmese history
called the Hmannan Yazawin or Glass Palace
Chronicle. That chronicle dates from the year 1829,
when King Bagyidaw of Burma appointed a com-
mittee of scholars to draw up a definitive history of
what had happened in Burma from the earliest times to
the date of writing. The committee met in a sacred
chamber in front of the royal Palace of Glass, as the
palace at the then capital, Ava, was called, and after
sifting the existing records and consulting learned
monks, the college of astrologers and antiquarians of
note, produced a book in several volumes which was
submitted to Bagyidaw, 'Sovereign of Umbrella-hold-
ing Kings, Master of the White Elephant and Captain
of the Law/ The book became the official history of
Burma, and there is no question that it recorded as
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